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1. The Council’s Policy Framework determines those strategies and plans that 

are the responsibility of the County Council as a whole, rather than the 

executive.  The strategies and plans that form the Policy Framework can only 

be agreed or amended by the County Council, though Cabinet is responsible 

for developing those strategies and plans and bringing proposals to the 

Council.   

2. It is therefore important to have clarity about the plans and strategies to which 

this applies. 

3. Some plans are prescribed by law as being part of the Council’s Policy 

Framework.  In other cases, the County Council may decide to include plans 

and documents within the Policy Framework as a matter of local choice. 

4. However, the Regulations that were in place when the GCC constitution was 

drafted have been superseded over the years by piecemeal legislative 

changes.  This means there is potential for a lack of clarity about what is the 

remit of Council and what is for Cabinet to decide.   

5. As part of our wider review and refresh of the constitution, it makes sense to 

update the Policy Framework and to make sure that it reflects both current 

legislation and local choice. 

6. In order to do that, a review of legislation has been carried out, alongside a 

comparison of other all other County Councils’ policy frameworks.   

7. As a result of that review, the policies that are proposed to form the Council’s 

updated Policy Framework are as follows: 

Plan or Strategy Statutory Reference or Local Choice 

Council Strategy Local Choice 

Medium Term Financial 

Strategy 

Local Choice 

Children and Young People's 

Plan 

Children and Young People’s Plan 

(England) Regulations 2005 

Youth Justice Plan Section 40 Crime and Disorder Act 1998. 

Community Safety Strategy Sections 5 and 6 of the Crime and 

Disorder Act 1998. 

Local Transport Plan Section 108 (3) Transport Act 2000. 



Development Plan 

Documents 

Section 15 of the Planning and 

Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 

Library Services Plan 

(Not currently included) 

Section 1(2) of the Public Libraries and 

Museums Act 1964 

Pay Policy Statement 

(Not currently included) 

Section 38 of the Localism Act 2011 and 

the Local Government Transparency 

Code 2014 

 

8. The following plans are proposed for removal from the existing Policy 

Framework: 

 Best Value Performance Plan 

 Community Care Plan 

 Community Strategy 

 Early Years Development Plan 

 Education Development Plan 
 

9. At this stage, this report is seeking the committee’s views on the proposed 

changes.  If the committee supports what is being proposed, the changes will 

be brought back to a later meeting along with the other changes arising from 

the review. 
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